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About Us
Vanashakti, a Mumbai-based non-profit organization,

is dedicated to conserving forests, mangroves, and

wetlands. Our mission includes environmental

education for urban and rural kids and communities,

green theatre initiatives, supporting sustainable

livelihoods for forest-based communities, and scientific

research to combat environmental degradation. We

are involved in advocating for afforestation and

environmental protection. Our core belief is that

India's growth and prosperity are intertwined with

responsible environmental stewardship. We

emphasize the importance of preserving natural

resources to ensure a sustainable and beautiful Earth

for future generations.



Our work to date..

20 Mangrove, Beach and Lake cleanup initiatives

Vanashakti has successfully conducted 20 initiatives dedicated to cleaning up 
mangroves, beaches, and lakes, contributing to the preservation of these vital 
ecosystems.

Carried out a plantation of 1860 saplings

A total of 1860 saplings have been planted, enhancing the green cover and 
contributing to the restoration of natural habitats.

Conducted 23 nature trails and interpretation walks

Vanashakti has organised 23 nature trails and interpretation walks, providing 
opportunities for environmental education and fostering a deeper 
connection with nature.

Hosted 50 workshops and 253 environmental 
awareness sessions

Vanashakti has hosted 50 workshops and 253 environmental awareness sessions, 
reaching out to diverse audiences to promote environmental consciousness and 
sustainable practices.
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In the news





ENVIRONMENT AWARENESS 
SESIONS AND WORKSHOPS

Our organization has conducted a total of 253 environmental

awareness sessions and workshops. These sessions have reached

15,180 learners and have been held in partnership with 65

institutions. Additionally, we have organised 152 workshops,

lectures, and master classes, along with 50 outdoor activities and

workshops. Furthermore, we have screened 42 documentaries and

held 21 environmental competitions, all aimed at promoting

environmental awareness and education.

Languages used in these sessions and workshops include English,

Marathi, Hindi, and Urdu, ensuring that we reach diverse

audiences and communities.



ENVIRONMENT AWARENESS 

SESSIONS AND WORKSHOPS 



Total shows conducted in Wada: 78

Total shows conducted in Wada amounted to 78, 

showcasing our commitment to reaching diverse 

audiences.

Villages and hamlets reached: 18

Our theatrical performances reached 18 villages 

and hamlets, bringing environmental awareness to 

rural communities.

Audience reached: 6700

The total audience reached through our theatricals 

amounted to 6700, engaging a wide range of 

individuals in our environmental mission.
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THE LIVING THEATRICALS



Green Teacher Award 2023-24
To inspire educators to engage in environmental education



NATURE TRAILS AND 
WALKS

• Trails conducted: 23

• Participants: 1250

• Locations:
 Chatrapati Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj School, Rabale.

 Dattaji Salvi Udyan, Kopri

 Godrej Mangroves, Vikroli

 Shilonda Trail, Sanjay Gandhi National Park

 NMMC School Number 47, Rabale 

 Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan And Zoo

 Bhandup Pumping Station

 Coastal and Marine Biodiversity Centre

 T.S. Chanakya Lake

 Sanjay Gandhi National Park, Manpada Section



Nature Trails and Walks – Open for all



Nature Trails and Walks for School and College Students



TAKING ENVIRONMENTAL
DAYS TO THE COMMUNITY

• World Aquatic Animal Day

• International Paper Bag Day

• World Bat Awareness Day 

• World Heritage Sites Day 

• International Leopard Day

• World Bee Day

• World Turtle Day

• World Otter Day

• World Parrot Day

• World Environment Day

• World Sea Turtle Day

• World Chimpanzee Day 

• Shark Awareness Day

• World Snake Day

• International Mangrove Day

• International Nature Conservation Day

• World Tiger Day 

• International Indigenous People Day

• World Lion Day

• World Elephant Day 

• International Orangutan Day

• World Coconut Day

• International Vulture Awareness Day

• World Animal Welfare Day

• World Habitat Day

• World Migratory Bird Day



OUTREACH - CLEAN-
UP DRIVES 

• Beach clean-ups: 7 at Dadar,
Juhu, and Versova Chowpatty.

• Mangrove clean-ups: 10at
Airoli, Bhandup, part of
Thane Creek Flamingo Bird
Sanctuary, and Seawoods in
Navi Mumbai.

• Kukrail Forest, Lucknow : 1

• Lake Clean-ups: 2 at Wadala
and Aarey.

Total waste collected: 10.8 tons



Total waste collected: 10.8 tons



AWARENESS SESSION ON 
E-WASTE AND COLLECTION DRIVE

E-waste collected: 22 kg



PROJECT CLEAN RIVERS

• Rivers under monitoring: Ulhas,Waldhuni, Kamwari,       
Indrayani, Gomati and Kukrail 

• Number of monitoring visits conducted: 20



Nourishing Lives and 
Livelihoods Through 

Purposeful 
Planting

• Number of fruiting saplings planted: 1860

• Number of hamlets reached: 6

• Number of beneficiaries: 181





Hands-on to the Kids

Sapling planted within school premises : 100
Plantations with SCHOOLS and COLLEGES



WORLD ENVIRONMENT 

DAY CELEBRATION

Plantation of 250 mangrove saplings



Mangrove Clean-up 

Photography Competition

Poster Making Competition

Mangrove Clean-up

World Wetland Day 

Poster Making Competition



GUEST LECTURES AND AWARD 

CEREMONY at SIES College, Nerul



Restoration and Beautification of Thane Creek Flamingo 
Sanctuary - Butterfly Garden



Inauguration of Butterfly Garden by Mr. S.V. Ramarao (APCCF)



Installation of basic amenities at Thane Creek Flamingo 
Sanctuary



Bird Hides at Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary



Unveiling of Book titled 

“MISSING FORESTS OF 

MUMBAI 

Research



18 locations accounting for 13.68 

sq. km. of forested area

Floristic diversity accounting for 111 

species



Biodiversity Survey of Dabhil, Western 
Ghats, Sindhudurg

Avian Diversity : 70 Species

Butterfly Diversity : 52 Species

Reptilian Diversity : 5 Species

Spider Diversity : 6 Species

Floristic Diversity : 323 Species

Mammalian Diversity : 8 

Species





Carried out in 12 schools across Mumbai, 

Navi-Mumbai, Thane and Shahapur 

Earth-wise: Environmental Audit for Schools 



Legal Interventions 
• Dodamarg (IA ) - Declearing Sawantwadi-Dodamarg Corridor as an Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA): The matter was heard and 

disposed of on 22/03/2024 whereby the Hon’ble Bombay High Court passed an order thereby directing the State Government to 

submit a proposal to the MOEF in order to declare 25 villages as Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA).

• Idol immersion in the Aarey Lakes PIL (L) NO. 24245 OF 2023 : A PIL Petition was filed on behalf of Vanashakti in order to 

prevent idol immersion in lakes within the Aarey Milk Colony, which falls under the Eco Sensitive Zone (ESZ). The          

Hon’ble Bombay High Court has directed that there shall be no idol immersion taking place at Aarey Lakes.

• WP (Civil) 1394/2023 - Hon'ble Supreme Court of India- Challenging O.M dated 07/07/2021 and                                     

O.M dated 28/01/2022 issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change: The present                                      

Writ Petition was filed by Vanashakti Public Trust. The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India, in an                                   

order dated 02/01/2024, has stayed the operations of both the aforementioned O.Ms.

• Illegal dumping of mixed waste/garbage in Anjur and Anjur Dive Village 63 of 2024 NGT (WZ):                                  

The present O.A is filed by the Vanashakti Public Trust before the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal                           

(West Zone). The Hon'ble NGT has directed that a committee of members consisting of MPCB,                                    

Secretary, Rural Development Department, District Collector, Deputy Conservator of Forest, and                               

Mangrove Cell be formed in accordance with an order dated March 18, 2024.



Legal Interventions 

• OA NO. 87/ 2023 (WZ)- Debri Dumping in Mithi River: Vide Order dated29/01/2024, the MPCB stated that a report had been 

received from NEERI on25/01/2024, which dealt with the assessment of environment damage compensation due to dumping 

debris at Mithi River, Tapeshwar Mandir, Aarey Forest along with a project cost of Rs. 75 lakh plus GST.

• OA NO. 26/ 2023 (WZ)- Closure of an unscientific Diva dumping ground located at Diva-Khardi Road, Thane, on the bank of 

Desai/Mumbra Creek inside the CRZ-I area, which is operated by Thane Municipal Corporation: No. 5 –MPCB - was directed 

to submit a calculation of environmental compensation for the additional period. The Registry was directed to place the matter 

for a final hearing on May 10, 2024.

• OA NO. 185/2023 (WZ)- Aquaculture Matter (Transferred to NGT) Original PIL No. 14/2024 at the Hon'ble Bombay High 

Court: The applicants had filed PIL Writ Petition No. 14/2014 before the Hon’ble Bombay High Court in order to direct the 

respondent authorities to remove all the encroachments or impediments that block access to the public to the river banks, 

including 100 meters on either side of the river bank and 50 meters from all tributaries and water courses that contribute to the 

discharge of water into the rivers. The case, which was heard on April 4, 2024, has been adjourned until July 16, 2024. The 

appearances of the parties were recorded, and directions were issued by the Hon'ble Tribunal to the concerned parties to file an

affidavit within the stipulated period of time.



Appreciation 
and 
Awards 



PROJECT PARTNERS



The Earth does not belong to us: we belong 
to the Earth. Whatever befalls the Earth, 

befalls the sons and daughters of the Earth. 
We did not weave the web of life; we are 

merely a strand in it. Whatever we do to the 

web, we do to ourselves –

Chief Seattle 

•CONSERVE •PROTECT 

•NURTURE

Scan to be a part of 
the Vanashakti 

family

#Vanashakti #ConservationRedefined

2nd floor, Nandakumar Pawar House, Opp-Jagannath Darshan, M.D.Keni Road, Nahur(E), Mumbai-400042. Tel No. 9967632302

www.vanashakti.org 


