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About Us

Vanashakti, a Mumbai-based non-profit organization,
1s dedicated to conserving forests, mangroves, and
wetlands. Our muission 1ncludes environmental
education for urban and rural kids and communities,
oreen theatre 1mtatives, supporting sustainable
livelihoods tor forest-based communities, and scientitic
research to combat environmental degradation. We
are 1volved 1 advocating for afforestaion and
environmental protection. Our core beliel 1s that
India's growth and prosperity are intertwined with
responsible environmental  stewardship.  We
emphasize the 1mportance ol preserving natural
resources to ensure a sustainable and beautiful Earth
for future generations.




Our work to date..

20 Mangrove, Beach and Lake cleanup mitiatives

Vanashakti has successtully conducted 20 mitiatives dedicated to cleaning up

mangroves, beaches, and lakes, contributing to the preservation of these vital
ccosystems.

Carried out a plantation of 1860 saplings

A total of 1860 saplings have been planted, enhancing the green cover and
contributing to the restoration of natural habitats.

Conducted 23 nature trails and mterpretation walks

Vanashakti has organised 23 nature trails and mterpretation walks, providing

opportunities for environmental education and fostering a deeper
connection with nature.

Hosted 50 workshops and 253 environmental
awareness sess1ons

Vanashakti has hosted 50 workshops and 253 environmental awareness sessions,

reaching out to diverse audiences to promote environmental consciousness and
sustainable practices.
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Stalin D, founder and director of NGO Vanashakti, unveils the just-
released book, The Missing Forests of Mumbai, on Friday

‘City has potential to up
forest area by 12.34%’

An environmental NGO's year-long effort to
identify green patches and various species of
flora and fauna in city reveals that all's not lost yet

A CORRESPONDENT
smdmail@mid-day.com

database containing informa-
tion about the flora present in
these forested areas.

The results of this study
highlight the abundant tree
coverwnthm Mumbal Remark-

NGO Vanashakti, which has
been at the forefront of Mum-
bai's green movement, is now
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Vanashakti alleged that while constructing a container terminal,
INPA violated conditions set by the MoEFCC.

JNPA accused
of breaching
clearance rules

won't hn:nk up and contaminate
murum soil,

MUMBAL: The NGO Vanashakti
has filed a complaint with the is
Central Pollution Control Board  navigation channels
(CPCB), accusing the Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Authority (JNPA) of
b‘hgnvinmmllm amn e
e conditions in Uran, Raigad byt ls T
l tﬁct sity,” said Stali
Vanashakti alleged that while s ha
onslru'u ng a container termi-  flats, which a
nal, JNPA has violated two key  ing groun
codi jons set by the anf tion of a
Environment, Forest and Cli- states
ma Ch gv.(MuEFCC) A pcr groun
nd

dn.d ed mat -nl smds l D ein,
director of Vanashakti. “But
what wc ve found out nnd is uent t
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clearly visible is that what's The
bein, uscd hr: mcr(d.larm dema
mthm lh(. pn area is murum  so
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and m ounm R.ngad ing areas,” added Stalin.
In hECd ted July 2008, Vi i
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ENVIRONMENT AWARENESS
SESIONS AND WORKSHOPS

Our organization has conducted a total of 253 environmental

awareness sessions and workshops. These sessions have reached

15,180 learners and have been held in partnership with 65
institutions. Additionally, we have organised 152 workshops,
lectures, and master classes, along with 50 outdoor activities and
workshops. Furthermore, we have screened 42 documentaries and

held 21 environmental competitions, all aimed at promoting

environmental awareness and education.

Languages used 1n these sessions and workshops include English,
Marathi, Hindi, and Urdu, ensuring that we reach diverse

audiences and communities.
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ENVIRONMENT AWARENLESS
SESSIONS AND WORKSHOPS
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THE LIVING THEATRICALS
1 Total shows conducted in Wada: 78

Total shows conducted iIn Wada amounted to 78,

showcasing our commitment to reaching diverse
audiences.

2 Villages and hamlets reached: 18

Our theatrical performances reached 18 villages
and hamlets, bringing environmental awareness to
rural communities.

3 Audience reached: 6700 R 7iged
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The total audience reached through our theatricals

BJ.

amounted to 6700, engaging a wide range of >
individuals 1n our environmental mission.
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NATURE TRAILS AND
WALKS

* Trails conducted: 23
* Participants: 1250

* Locations:

» Chatrapati Rayjarsh1 Shahu Maharaj School, Rabale.
» Dattajy1 Salvi Udyan, Kopri

» Godre) Mangroves, Vikroli 5
» Shilonda Trail, Sanjay Gandhi National Park = 0Ty
» NMMC School Number 47, Rabale

» Veermata Jyabai Bhosale Udyan And Zoo

» Bhandup Pumping Station

» Coastal and Marine Biodiversity Centre

» T.S. Chanakya Lake

» Sanjay Gandhi National Park, Manpada Section
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World Aquatic Animal Day
International Paper Bag Day
World
World

| Bat Awareness Day

| Hernitage Sites Day

International Leopard Day

World Bee Day

World Turtle Day
World Otter Day

World Parrot Day
World Environment Day
World Sea Turtle Day
World Chimpanzee Day

Shark Awareness Day

TAKING ENVIRONMENTAL
DAYS TO THE COMMUNITY

 World Snake Day

e International Mangrove Day

* International Nature Conservation Da
* World Tiger Day

e International Indigenous People Day
* World Lion Day

* World Elephant Day

e International Orangutan Day

* World Coconut Day

* International Vulture Awareness Day
 World Animal Weltare Day

* World Habitat Day

 World Migratory Bird Day



UTREACH - CLEAN-
UP DRIVES

* Beach clean-ups: 7 at Dadar,
Juhu, and Versova Chowpatty.

 Mangrove clean-ups: 10at
Airoli, Bhandup, part of
Thane Creek Flamingo Bird

Sanctuary, and Seawoods In
Navi Mumbau.

e Kukrail Forest, Lucknow :

* Lake Clean-ups: 2 at Wadala
and Aarey.

Total waste collected: 10.8 tons
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AWARENESS SESSION ON
E-WASTE AND COLLECTION DRIVE

E-waste collected: 22 kg

Electronic Waste © ollection

Earth Day 2023 @
E-W ~ S AWET)Y )N
A | Investin Our Planet wherever,
Mobhile Phone / whenever possible
Earphong / SN R T AN )
"cadphnnc J A WWMMNWM Q

Power-bank / ! LM Wk

! DRIVE

PROJECT PARTNER : Y 7 N TSR\ B SEEE S =

MORNINGSTAR INDIA PVT. y Ve /| \d = ; Cotaiine!
' 7 [ A e v = Other Small devices

LTD. o S ., I | E — Waste
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. B : Notebook /

Battery /
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PROJECT CLEAN RIVERS

* Rivers under monitoring: Ulhas,Waldhuni, Kamwari,
Indrayani, Gomati and Kukrai

* Number of monitoring visits conducted:




Nourishing Lives and
Livelihoods Through

Purposetul

Planting

* Number of fruiting saplings planted: 1860
* Number of hamlets reached: 6

 Number of benehiciaries: 181

‘umberpada
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Pawarpadat
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Plantation of 250 mangrove saplings
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VANASHAKTI

Conserve ¢ Nurture @ Protect
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= = CELEBRATING
EZINN (Nerul) College of Arts, )~ YEARS
g Science & Commerce y 1998-2023
Y

(Autonomous) ( eed

RISE WITH EDUCATION
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#Vanashakti #Conservationnedeﬁned

GUEST LECTURES AND AWARD
CEREMONY at SIES College, Nerul

=

Oor‘.’-"
Mty

3

¢ oe

VANASHAKTI AND SIES UL) CO
(NER LILEGE OF
SCIE}N CE AND COMMERCE (AUTON OMOUgRTS’
In association with NSS, DLLE and CC

World
Wetlands Day

2 February 2004
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Installation of basic amenities at Thane Creek Flamingo
Sanctuary
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Unveiling of Book titled

The Mlss1ng Forests “MISSING FORESTS OF
of Mumbal e

[ ovovovove,

vanashalkh

A Vanashakti Report on Unrecognised
Forests of Mumbai
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Legal Interventions

Dodamarg (IA ) - Declearing Sawantwadi-Dodamarg Corridor as an Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA): The matter was heard and
disposed of on 22/03/2024 whereby the Hon’ble Bombay High Court passed an order thereby directing the State Government to
submit a proposal to the MOEF 1n order to declare 25 villages as Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA).

Idol mmersion 1 the Aarey Lakes PIL (L) NO. 24245 OF 2023 : A PIL Petiion was filed on behalf of Vanashakti in order ¢
prevent 1dol immersion in lakes within the Aarey Milk Colony, which talls under the Eco Sensitive Zone (ESZ). ™"

Hon’ble Bombay High Court has directed that there shall be no 1dol immersion taking place at Aarey Lakes

WP (Civil) 1394/2023 - Hon'ble Supreme Court of India- Challenging O.M dated 07/07/2021 and _
O.M dated 28/01/2022 1ssued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change: The present
Writ Petition was filed by Vanashakti Public Trust. The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India, in an '
order dated 02/01/2024, has stayed the operations of both the aforementioned O.Ms.

Illegal dumping of mixed waste/garbage in Anjur and Anjur Dive Village 63 of 2024 NGT (WZ):
The present O.A 1s hiled by the Vanashakt Public Trust before the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal
(West Zone). The Hon'ble NGT has directed that a committee of members consisting of MPCB,

Secretary, Rural Development Department, District Collector, Deputy Conservator of Forest, and L
(% //\‘_.

Mangrove Cell be formed 1 accordance with an order dated March 18, 2024.

Q



Legal Interventions

OA NO. 87/ 2023 (WZ)- Debri Dumping in Mithi River: Vide Order dated29/01/2024, the MPCB stated that a report had been

received from NEERI on25/01/2024, which dealt with the assessment of environment damage compensation due to dumping
debris at Mithi River, Tapeshwar Mandir, Aarey Forest along with a project cost of Rs. 75 lakh plus GST.

OA NO. 26/ 2023 (WZ)- Closure of an unscientific Diva dumping ground located at Diva-Khardi Road, Thane, on the bank of
Desal/Mumbra Creek inside the CRZ-I area, which is operated by Thane Municipal Corporation: No. 5 ~-MPCB - was directed

to submit a calculation of environmental compensation for the additional period. The Registry was directed to place the matter

for a final hearing on May 10, 2024.

OA NO. 185/2023 (WZ)- Aquaculture Matter (Transferred to NGT) Original PIL No. 14/2024 at the Hon'ble Bombay High
Court: The applicants had filed PIL Writ Petition No. 14/2014 betore the Hon’ble Bombay High Court 1n order to direct the

respondent authorities to remove all the encroachments or impediments that b
including 100 meters on either side of the river bank and 50 meters from all tril

lock access to the public to the river banks,
butaries and water courses that contribute to the

discharge of water mto the rnivers. The case, which was heard on April 4, 2024, has been adjourned until July 16, 2024. The
appearances of the parties were recorded, and directions were 1ssued by the Hon'ble Tribunal to the concerned parties to file an

athdavit within the stipulated period of time.
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The Earth does not belong to us: we belong

to the Farth. Whatever befalls the Earth, SC&II to be d Part of
befalls the sons and daughters of the Earth. the Vanashakti
We did not weave the web of life; we are .
merely a strand 1n it. Whatever we do to the fa.mlly

web, we do to ourselves —

Chiet Seattle

#Vanashakti #ConservationRedefined

2"d floor, Nandakumar Pawar House, Opp-Jagannath Darshan, M.D.Keni Road, Nahur(E), Mumbai-400042. Tel No. 9967632302
www.vanashakti.org



