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AS the BMC prepares to sit down on
‘Tuesday forameeting to discuss the
most-debated proposal of removing
| 2702 trees from the Aarey Milk Colo-
ny to make way for the Metro 111 car
shed, the ball is in Shiv Sena's court.
BJP'salliance partner has been avo-
. cal opponent of the uprooting. Ac-
tivists are also expected to take the
same stand at the meeting.

A senior Senaleader said, “We are
with the people of the city, most of
whom have objected to the tree-cut-
ting for the carshed. Though we are
notagainst any developmental work,
we will try to save trees.” Activist

the Bombay High Court-approved
tree committee, said, “The ruling
party has rejected the proposed
Metro car shed in Aarey twice in
BMC. The resolution of not having
-a car shed in Aarey was passed in
BMC's general meeting. The party
should stick to its decision.”

Sena’s Yashwant Jadhav, who is
the chairman of the Standing Com-
mittee chairman and a member of
the Tree Authority remained una-
vailable for comment. MMRCL was
i also not available.

A total of 6,829 trees need to be
uprooted to clear the path for the
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Colony. While BMC's tree authority
has already sanctioned the remov-
al of 3,381 trees, the plan to remove
3,448 trees is now in the pipeline.
The 33 km-long Metro will con-
nect Colaba to Seepz via 26 sta-
tions, Though work on the project
has been going on in full swing, the
most debated proposal of remoy-
ing 2,702 trees is on the cards now.
The_ tree authority couldn't take a
decision on any tree in the city for
almost a year after it was upheld il-
legal in the absence of [ree experts
by HC. Now, following the inclusion
of several » the committee
will table its first big proposal re-
garding the removal of 2,702 trees
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Tree-tistics

6,829 Total number of
which have to be uprooted
project
2.754 No. of trees er
be removed in May 2017
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