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Tungareshwar and Tansa wildlife
sanctuariesto get safetyzones

MoEF NOD ESZ at Tungareshwar is spread across 67.26 sgkm, notified ESZ for Tansa is 490.29 sgkm
C ®
Razing of ashram

to start on Aug 24’
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MUMBAI: The ministry ofenviron-
ment forestsand climatechange
(MoEFCC)hasapproved thefinal
notificationto createa protective,
eco-sensitivezone(ESZ)around
Tungareshwar Wildlife Sanctu-
ary (TWLS) and Tansa Wildlife
SanctuaryinPalgharand Thane
districts of Maharashtra.

Union environment minister
Prakash Javadekar tweeted on
Friday: “I have approved final
ESZ notification in respect of
TWLS in Maharashtra.” Java-
dekar added, “This will helpsci-
entific conservation of eco-sys-
tems and at the same time will
give relief to farmers, artisans,
ruralpeople, small businessesin
the areas betweentinal ESZ and
10 km from the protected areas,
whichwas banned earlier.”

Thestate confirmed the same.
“The minister has approved the
final ESZnotificationsfor Maha-
rashtra, Chhattisgarh and Tamil
Nadu. However, itwilltakeafew
weeks beforethenotifications are
published in theofficial gazette,”
saidan MoEFCC official.

While the total protected area
(PA) of TWLS is 85.70 s km, the
ESZisspread across67.26sq. km
with its radius ranging from 100
metresto4kmaround the bound-
ary of the sanctuary. For Tansa,
thetotal PA is304.81 sq km while
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“The (Union)
environment ministry
has delayed the release
of the final notification
for almost three years,
in complete contraven-
tion of Environment
(Protection) Act that
provides fora
maximum limit of 545
days within which the
Centre is required to
publish the final
notification."

Extract from petition

notified ESZ is 490.29 sq km ran-
ging between 250m and 9km
around the PA including 156 villa-
ges. Establishingan ESZ around
awildlife areahelps conserve the
ecosystem since only agriculture,
smallscale industriesand minor
infrastructure work are permit-
tedinan ESZ. “Thefinalnotifica-
tionenhancesprotectionforthis
zone and the monitoring commit-
tee will ensure proper enforce-
mentofallowed, regulated or pro-
hibited activitiesinthe ESZ,” said
Swapnil Deshbrathar, officer on
specialduty (wildlife wing), Man-
tralaya. In December 2018, the
Supreme Court had issued a
directive that the Union environ-
ment ministry should declare
ESZsaround 21 national parkand
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wildlife sanctuaries that do not
havebufferzones. Maharashtra
had proposed an ESZ around
Tungareshwar and Tansa forests
and had created a draft notifica-
tion by August2016.“A presenta-
tion wasmade before the techni-
calcommittee (ESZ)on July 18 by
me. They heard the state’s stand
and whatever queries the com-
mittee had were answered. Fol-
lowing this, the committee
accepted the Tungareshwar pro-
posalbut directed some changes
forTansa,” said Jitendra Ramga-
onkar, deputy conservator of for-
est, Thane. “A lot of time has
passed since thedraft wassentto
the ministry and after several
deliberations; publishing the
notificationwas just a formality.”
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MUMBAI: After missing one court-
assigned deadline, the forest
department hassaid the demoli-
tion of the Balayogi Shree Sadan-
and Maharaj Ashram, con-
structedillegally inside the Tun-
gareshwar Wildlife Sanctuary
(TWLS), will be carried out by
August 24. Devotees of the ash-
ram haveplanned aprotestlater
this month.

The state chiefsecretaryhelda
meetingon Wednesday with for-
est officials and other depart-
ments to discuss the issue. “Fol-
lowing the meeting, we have a
clear idea of how the demolition
will be carried out and the proc-
esswill befollowedover thenext
15 days,” said a senior official
from the forest department.
Swapnil Sapata, whoworksat the
ashram,said, “A peaceful protest
hasbeenplanned from Goregaon
to Azad Maidan on August22and
we expect at least 5,000 devotees
tobepartofit.”

The state has already missed
one deadline for the demolition.

On May 7, while hearing an
interim application filed by Debi
Goenka of Conservation Action
Trust in January, the Supreme
Court (SC) had directed the
Maharashtra government to
demolish the ashram before July
22.However, thestate cited heavy
rainasareasonforfailingtocom-
ply with the deadline. The SC
then allowed an extension of the
deadline to August 31, which is
the next date of hearing, and
directed the state chiefsecretary
tofilea compliancereport.

Spreadacross0.69hectare (1.7
acres),the Ashram, builtin 1977,
is linked by an 11-km road
through the forest from Tungar
phata. “If the forest department
actually carries out the order and
the illegal ashram is finally
demolished, it will be a great
boostfor protection ofthewildlife
in this reserved forest.” said
Goenka.

Sunil Limaye, additional prin-
cipal chief conservator of forest
(wildlife), west region said,
“There is no doubt the SC order
will be followed and the ashram
will be demolished.”
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