We direct that the
& standards be applied
not only to new STPs, but
also to existing/under-
construction STPs without
any delay, and giving
seven-year time stands

disapproved.

NGT BENCH
BRI e W R A

tribunal.

In January, the NGT formed
an executive committee consist-
ing of members of the National
Environment Engineering
Research Institute (NEERI), and
scientists from Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) Delhi and
Roorkeetoframe stricternorms
totreat sewage. “Thereisnosci-
entific justification offered for
diluting the norms for these
areas (other cities and deep
marine outfall), in which a
majority of country’s population
resides. Major population willbe
affected by diluted standards
and only persons in mega and
metropolitan cities will have
comparatively better standards
without any valid reason or dis-
tinction,” the bench said, adding
the standardsrecommended for
mega cities will alsoapply torest
of the country.

“Following the environment
ministry’s notification from
2017, we were following the
diluted norms. However, as the
notification was stayed by NGT

earlier this year, for the past-

threemonths, stringent rules for
sewage treatment havebeenlev-
ied for the entire state,” said YB
Sontakke, joint director (water
quality), Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board. “The union envi-
ronment ministry wasnot treat-
ing river pollution as a crisis
being faced by India, as they
blindly relaxed pollutant dis-
charge limits for sewage treat-
ment in 2017, This is a historic
~ judgment as all corporations,
councils, and district depart-

- update sewa,

ments will have to design and

PARAMETERS
pH

Bio-chemical oxygen
demand (BOD)

Chemical oxygen demand

chemical contamination

Nitrogen - amount of
nitrates present in water
harmful for aquatic flora

Phosphorus — presence
of phosphorus leads to
development of toxic foam

Fecal Coliform (FC) -
indication of human and
animal excreta in sewage
~ (calculated as most probable
per 100 millilitres)
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2 plants get notices for
Badri Chatterjee two weeks (from da submitted before the next hear
» badr chatteriee@hindustantimes.com j ' “The lethargy, indifference
of polluters and tactical sy port
MUMBAL: The National Green Tri- provided by thestate tothem are
bunal (NGT) has pulledupopera- - deeply disappointing, Despite the
‘tors of aneffluent treatment plant - drought, no attempt is bein
runbyaconsortium ofindustries made tokeep the existing rive <
fortheir faﬂuretopay?ﬁcroreto - toKonkan commis ﬁ:ee Dfponuﬁon.” said Sta]_m ]l;s
restorethepolluted UlhasRiver. ~ pur, as the officer director, Vanashakti_ :
' While hearing an execution  bleforfollowingup : In February 2017, the stat
applicationfiledbyenvironment ~ “Thedivisional con nvironment  departme :
group Vanashakti on Wednes-  atliberty tofilean medﬁle tra mdur;_
day, the NGT principal bench  report,” the orders: trial Development Corporation
passed an order, issuing notices C)tobringalleffluent treat
tothe Dombivliand Ambernath  scheduled on July 1 ment plants, including the Doy,
common effluent treatment On July 2, 2015, bivli ang Ambernath CETPm-
plants(CETPs),astowhyaction  bench directed Domb i s
shouldnot betakenagainstthem  havingatotal capacity€
for non-compliance with a 2015  lionlitres of sewa
courtorder. The order wasmade :
publicon Thursday. & EEﬂTP with a cap -
“Asthe directions werespecif- operatedat3M] s improved
ically issued against the Dom-  croreasrestitution an a S %m
bivli CETP and Ambernath ne sheil ey Amger-
CETP, issuenotice upon thetwo S,




