'Encroachmentsdestroy 80-acre
‘mangrove patchinWadala: Report

NEAR MONORAIL STN Forest dept confirms violations, says they haven't got charge of MMRDA land
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MUMBAL Five months after the
Bombay high court (HC) directed
stateagenciesto hand over man-
grove areas to the forest depart-
ment, officials found encroach-
mentsare destroying an 80-acre
wetland and mangrove patch in
Wadala that is yet to be handed
over to the forest department.

The inspection team’s report
will be presented before the wet-
land and mangroves committee
headed by the Konkan divisional
commissioner on May 15.

On May 4, a team of forest
department officials inspecteda
site located 500 metres from
Bhakti Park monorail station,
which comesunder thejurisdic-
tion of Mumbai Metropolitan

Authority
(MMRDA).

out after environment group
Vanashakti i
in past threemonths.
Accordingtotheforest depart-
ment’s report, which HT has a
copy of, mounds of debris and
mud have been dumped on man-
grovevegetationand onallsides
of a water body across a 1.5km-
stretch, from the monorail sta-
fiontoan old check poston Bom-
bay Port Trust Road.
Encroachers have cut tidal
water inflow in the wetland, kill-
ingmangroves.

5,128 HA OF MANGROVES, WETLANDS BEING WIPED OUTA

WHAT: Environment groups
and members of the fishing
community have filed a fresh
complaint with the Maharashtra
government alleging 5128
hectares of mangroves and
wetlands in Uran and Navi
Mumbai are being destroyed
through debris dumping and
landfilling activities

WHERE: Environment groups
Nature Connect, Shree Ekvira Aai
Pratishtan (SEAP) and the fisher-
men’s body Paarampaarik
Machhimar Bachao Kruti Samiti
claimed 2,240 hectares for the

Zone (NMSEZ), 1,250 hectares for
the Jawaharial Nehru Port Trust
Special Economic Zone, and 1,638
hectares under the City Industrial

Limited (Cidco) have witnessed
permanent damage
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“Aroad hasbeen built through
debris dumping from the high-
way and slumencroachmentsare
facilitating landfilling on man-
grove areas during the night,”
saidaforestofficial whowas part
of the inspection team.
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